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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Midwinter Meeting. 

The three topics of outstanding interest 
at the Midwinter meeting of the A. L. A. 
Council in Chicago were the reports of the 
Board of Education for Librarianship, the 
Library Survey and the Adult Education 
Commission. 

The need for a graduate school of li- 
brarianship at Chicago, or elsewhere, was 
discussed at an open meeting of the Board 
of Education for Librarianship, held on the 
afternoon of December 31. The activities 
of the Board were summarized by its chair- 
man, Adam Strohm at a meeting of the 
Council on January 2, as follows: 

The Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship has made an intensive study of library 
school curricula with a view to establish- 
ing minimum standards for all types of 


library schools; visited eleven of the nine- 
teen library schools (and is about to visit 
the remaining eight); investigated an ex- 
pressed need for an advanced school of li- 
brarianship and met with committees and 
university presidents interested in estab- 
lishing such a school; assumed the duties 
of former committees on library training 
and certification; established closer co-op- 
eration with the Association of American 
Library Schools and various A. L. A. com- 
mittees, sections and other groups; in- 
vestigated the need for a job analysis of 
library work; held several executive meet- 
ings and one open meeting; used the work 
of the Employment Service at A. L. A. 
Headquarters for analysis of the supply 
and demand; appointed a sub-committee 
to study training class problems; stimu- 
lated progress in library training and 





aroused interest in its possibilities; and 
has its annual report to the A. L. A. Coun- 
cil in preparation. 


Library Survey. 


A preliminary report was submitted at 
the meeting of the Council on Friday morn- 
ing. Reports of progress were submitted 
by Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, librarian of the 
St. Louis Publie Library, who is chairman 
of the committee which has the Survey in 
charge, and by C. Seymour Thompson, di- 
rector of the Survey. General plans for 
the completion of the investigation and 
the publication of the results were freely 
discussed. 

Replies are now being received in every 
mail from public and college libraries all 
over the country, to which the question- 
naire has been sent. The director and his 
staff are now engaged in studying and tab- 
ulating these replies, that all the informa- 
tion obtained may be incerporated in the 
published reports of the _ investigation. 
These reports it is planned to have pub- 
lished prior to the annual conference of 
the American Library Association in 1926, 
when the Association will observe its semi- 
centennial. The reports will not be purely 
statisticai, it was brought out at the dis- 
cussion, but will consist mainly of care- 
fully prepared statements of existing con- 
ditions and facts in all forms of library 
work. The committee does not propose to 
make recommendations or to attempt to 
set up ideal standards, but merely to as- 
certain and report the facts. The object of 
the Survey is to make available to all the 
experience of all, and to make it possible 
for future development in library service 
to be based on full and accurate knowledge 
of the facts. 

The main questionnaire, which has been 
sent only to public libraries of over 5000 v. 
and college libraries, will be followed very 
soon by less elaborate questionnaires, 
which will be sent to school libraries, in- 
stitutional libraries, and special libraries 
of all kinds. The Survey is the most care- 
ful and most comprehensive study which 
has ever been made of library service, in- 
cluding libraries of all types. 


Adult Education, 

The commission on the Library and 
Adult Education submitted for discussion 
an outline on organized Adult Education 
Service in Libraries, which has now ap- 


peared in the bulletin, Adult Education 
and the Library. Vol. 1 No. 3. In the ab- 
sence of the chairman, the vice-chairman, 
M. S. Dudgeon, librarian of the Milwaukee 
Public Library presented an informal re- 
port. ’ 

After recalling the appointment and 
meetings of the Commission, Mr. Dudgeon 
said: 

“The Commission disclaims any thought 
that adult educational work is entirely un- 
heard of in the library world. We admit 
freely that all libraries have been doing 
work which is definitely educational. It 
is also clear to us that probably some in- 
dividual library may have been doing in 
some form practically every kind of work 
that we will ultimately recommend to the 
profession. 

“The Commission, as it sees itself, is to 
be a clearing house of information. Its 
first function is to collect information from 
many libraries as to the educational work 
they are doing; second, to study some of 
the newer and more unusual types of work, 
occasionally encouraging a tryout of some 
phase of educational work; third, it 
wants to study the entire adult educational 
field in order that it may understand other 
educational agencies and be in a position 
to co-operate intelligently with them; and 
in order to determine whether or not there 
are in that field gaps which libraries as 
such ean fill. Its fourth function will then 
be to select and make available to all li- 
braries the definitely excellent things that 
it has discovered. 

“‘As to the character of the libraries that 
we feel can take up this work, it may ap- 
pear to you that our considerations are 
centered largely around the work of the 
larger library. We are, however, making 
a special study of data. gathered from 
small libraries and library commissions, 
and the three things which are definitely 
recommended can be done by the smaller 
library as well. 

“The three things are, first, the advis- 
ing of readers in a personal and intimate 
way; second, offering information service 
which would probably be based upon a 
card catalog of all adult educational agen- 
cies available in the community; and third, 
making a definite effort to co-operate with 
all these other adult educational agencies. 

‘‘We feel that the library with very lim- 
ited staff and a somewhat limited book col- 





lection can still give this intimate advice 
to readers. There is practically no com- 
munity that has not some undiscovered 
educational opportunities which it would 
be well for the library to discover and list 
and be ready to give information about, 
and we believe that even the small library 
can co-operate with these other educational 
gencies. 

“Representatives of the Commission 
have had repeated conferences with the 
directors of university extension work and 
with the officers of the University Exten- 
sion Association, and have delegated to one 
member of the Commission, who is familiar 
with university extension work, a more in- 
tensive study of this work. It seems clear 
that the lack of. co-ordination between li- 
braries and extension work has_ been 
largely due to lack of knowledge of each 
other's work, and we hope by an intensive 
study and a report of findings, to secure 
better co-operation. 


“Two bulletins have been issued. These 
bulletins are being sent to all members of 
the American Library Association, to li- 
braries generally, and to individuals out- 
side of the library profession who are in- 
terested in libraries and adult education. 
These bulletins, issued from time to time, 
will be reports of progress. A final report 
will be issued possibly in July, 1926.”’ 

A live discussion followed the _ report 
with contributions from a number of libra- 
rians regarding lines of work they were 
undertaking. 

The final topic of the Council 
was 


meeting 


Library Extension. 


Mr. M. J. Ferguson, California State Li- 
brary, opened the discussion of the ques- 
tion: What can the A. L. A. do to assist 
in the development of libraries for the fifty 
or sixty millions of Americans who are 
without them? He made a plea for a dem- 
onstration of the value of the library in 
one of the states where library resources 
and activities are in the sub-basement. In 
conclusion, he said: 


“We believe that the library is the great 
institution of informal education. If we 
cannot make it as all-inclusive in its service 
as is the school system, if we cannot make 
it as generally used and accepted as the 
banking system of this country, there must 


be something wrong with the principles 
upon which we are building, or there is 
something wrong with us. 


“The work before us is a constructive 
work and if it were brought properly be- 
fore the people of this country it would 
surely be supported.’’ 


It is interesting to note that a grant of 
$50,000 has just been made by the Car- 
negie Corporation to be used by the League 
of Library Commissions for the develop- 
ment of Commission work in backward 
states. Mr. Ferguson, who is now 
president of the League of Library com- 
missions visited Louisiana on his re- 
turn to California after the Midwinter 
meeting and investigated the possibilities 
of utilizing that state for experimental de- 
velopment, and West Virginia is also be- 
ing considered. 


In addition to the three sessions of the 
Council, there were meetings of the League 
of Library Commissions, and conferences 
of catalogers, college librarians, hospital 
librarians, librarians of large public li- 
braries, normal school and teachers’ college 
librarians, and university librarians. 


There was a good representation of Min- 
nesota librarians at the meetings, and on 
the program. Mrs. T. B. Jennings of St. 
Paul presided at the Cataloguers Confer- 
ence and Miss Perrie Jones at the confer- 
ence of Hospital Librarians. Mr. Walter of 
the University Library, Mrs. Bailey of Min- 
neapolis and Miss Hickman of Rochester 
took part in discussion at the conference of 
Hospital Librarians. Miss Countryman 
spoke on Staff Organization at the meeting 
of librarians of large public libraries. Mr. 
Walter read a paper on Departmental Li- 
braries at the meeting of University 
Librarians. Miss Wood presided at a meet- 
ing of the Committee on Education, of 
which she is chairman and also spoke on 
Library Training of the Elementary School 
Teacher before the Normal School and 
Teachers’ College group. Miss’ Bald- 
win spoke on Fixed Groups versus open 
Shelf Collections for Loans through Tra- 
veling Libraries, before the League of Li- 
brary Commissions. 

A large number of the delegates took 
advantage of the delightful opportunity to 
attend the Opera on Friday evening, ar- 
ranged through the courtesy of the Chi- 
cago Library Club. 





A. L. A. CONFERENCE, 1925 
The American Library Association will 
hold its next annual conference in Seattle, 
Washington, July 6-11 with headquarters 
at the Olympic Hotel. 


Tentative Program. 

Tentative plans of the Program Com- 
mittee provide for four general sessions, 
following the plan which proved so suc- 
cessful at Saratoga Springs of allowing one 
period each day free from formal meetings. 

One general session will be devoted to 
school libraries. Another will be a sym- 
posium on library extension, which will in- 
clude a consideration of children’s library 
from the standpoint of library ex- 
tension. <A third session will be on adult 
education, and another, the opening ses- 
sion, will be given over to the president's 
address. 


work 


Travel Announcements. 

The approximate travel prices: found 
Seattle and return via Northern 
from St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
$72.00, Pullman lower $42.00, Pullman 
upper $33.60. For return via California 
add $18.00 to railroad fare, and about 
$11.00 to Pullman lower price. Summer 
excursion rates to Seattle are good by any 
route, whether delegates go with special 
party or not. Stopovers returning are lib- 
erally provided. 

The special party will reach Paul 
and Minneapolis on the forenoon of July 
1, where they will be entertained by the li- 
brarians of the Twin Cities. Special train 
will leave Minneapolis at 1:00 P. M. over 
the Great Northern Ry., due at Glacier Na- 
tional Park July 2 at 9:00 P. M., where the 
night will be spent at the Glacier Park Ho- 
tel. The two-day trip through the Park 
will be by auto to Many Glacier Hotel via 
St. Mary Chalets, where the second night 
will be spent and opportunity given during 
the afternoon for sight seeing there, (or for 
$4.00 a saddle horse trip to Iceberg Lake). 
The second day includes automobile and 
launch to Going-to-the-Sun-Chalets, and 
return to Glacier Park Hotel for evening 
dinner; our special train leaving the hotel 
at 7:00 P. M. due in Seattle Sunday night, 
July. 5. 

Register for the train with Charles H. 
Brown, Iowa State College Library, Ames. 
Registrations will be taken to include the 
Glacier National Park trip, and room mate 


trip, 
routes 


St. 


Mr. F. W. Faxon, 83 
Francis St., Boston will attend to the 
rooming on the Park trip. The latter 
costs $32.50 including hotels, meals, auto 
and launch. 


should be named. 


Post Conference Trips—Alaska. 

A large registration has already been 
made for the trip to Alaska, and others 
wishing to go should notify F. W. Faxon, 
83 Francis St., Boston at once or space on 
the steamer will not be available. The 
cost of the trip is about $100.00 with a 
possible two-day excursion inland from 
Skagway (cost $35.00 extra). 

Ranier National Park. 

A three day trip to Mt. Rainer, which is 
about 90 miles from Seattle is planned for 
those not going to Alaska. The total ex- 
pense from Seattle will be about $36.00. 

tegister as soon as possible with Charles 
W. Smith, University of Washington Li- 
brary, Seattle. 


ADULT EDUCATION IN THE SMALL 


LIBRARY 


The Commission on Adult Education is 
giving particular attention to the work of 
smaller libraries. It is consulting repre- 
sentatives of those libraries in order to 
learn about the more significant things be- 
ing done and the kinds and methods of 
service which might be possible of general 
application. 

\t the meeting of the League of Library 
Commissions, Mr. Dudgeon made a special 
plea to state workers to assist in collect- 
ing information on the activities of small 
libraries for adult education, and fifteen 
state departments represented volunteered 
their aid. Following up this offer, a letter 
has come from Mr. L. L. Dickerson, ex- 
ecutive assistant to the Commission on the 
Library and Adult Education, asking for 
information on particularly effective things 
that are being done in smaller towns and 
villages, suggesting the following as ex- 
amples of the kind of work in which the 
Commission is interested: 

1. Effectively 
other institutions, and _ especially 
with schools, classes, clubs, so- 
cieties, ete. (Emphasize work in 
rural districts). 


organized work with 


Systematic work with extension 
elasses, institutes, and correspond- 
ence course students. 





Assistance given the isolated stu- 
dent. 

Encouraging, aiding, and directing 
organized reading and study. (The 
use of reading courses in this con- 
nection). 

The use of practical books with 
business men and workers. 
Reaching boys and girls’ before 
they leave school, and following 
them or interesting them after 
they leave school. 

Work with religious organizations, 
Sunday schools, church — schools, 
ete. 

Work with foreigners, negroes, etc. 
Library service to the sick, and to 
the blind. 

The use of exhibits, the radio, lec- 
tures, museums, etc. 

Providing information about op- 
portunities for education. 

Methods of informing the com- 
munity of the service the library 
has to offer, 


Making the Service Known. 

To reach its maximum usefulness, the 
adult education service of the library must 
be made known and interpreted to the pub- 
lic. Constant use should be made of the 
press, the church, social agencies, labor 
organizations, employers, associations, 
clubs and lodges. Information about it 
should be extended to the home, the shop, 
and the factory. This can be done through 
an effectively organized campaign of in- 
formation appropriate to the service offer- 
ed. Special methods will, of course, de- 
velop with the work. 

Personal conferences with teachers and 
group leaders are necessary for mutual un- 
derstanding. Adult classes and _ study 
groups should be visited, the resources of 
the library explained, and members as in- 
dividuals invited to the library. The cir- 
cumstances may often justify deposit col- 
lections of text and reference books for 
these groups and classes. 

The educational opportunities of the li- 
brary should be made known to the older 
boys and girls out of school, and to those 
about to leave school. A survey will be 
necessary to find out who and where they 
are. Many of them can be located through 
school records. They can be reached by 
correspondence or indirectly by carefully 


planned co-operation with educators, so- 
cial workers, parents’ organizations, young 
people’s clubs, the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, the Young Women’s Christian 
Association, the Knights of Columbus and 
labor and industrial leaders. 


Reading Courses. 

Twelve specialists are being engaged to 
prepare twelve reading courses. Each 
course will consist of a carefully selected 
list of six or eight books arranged for con- 
secutive study, preceded by a brief intro- 
duction to the subject. An effort has been 
made to choose authors who could prepare 
a course which would have a very wide ap- 
peal and still be fundamentally sound. 
Three of the authors have promised manu- 
scripts for early publication;—wW. N. C. 
Carlton, on ‘English literature;’’ Dallas 


Lore Sharp, on ‘‘American literature;’’ Ed- 
win A. Slosson, on ‘‘The physical sciences.”’ 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

The executive committee of the Minne- 
sota Library Association at a meeting held 
in St. Paul, December 5, 1924 voted unan- 
imously to join with the library associa- 
tions of Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
Missouri and North Dakota in holding a 
regional meeting at Sioux City, Iowa, Oc- 
tober 14 to 16, 1925. 

The president of the Association, Miss 
Ethel S. MecCubrey, Librarian, Moorhead 
Public Library, was authorized to attend 
the midwinter meeting of the A. L. A. in 
Chicago, when plans for the meeting were 
discussed and a tentative program outlin- 
ed. At this meeting, also, the Executive 
Board of the A. L. A. formally approved 
the request of the states for a joint meet- 
ing designating it an official regional meet- 
ing of the A. L. A., the officers of the 
Association to co-operate in preparation of 
the program. 

The program committee consists of the 
presidents of the state associations which 
are uniting in the meeting, with Miss Ber- 
tha Baumer, reference librarian of the 
Omaha Public Library, President of the 
Nebraska Library Association as chairman. 


Tentative Program. 
Tuesday evening, October 13, Open House, 
Sioux City Publie Library. 
Wednesday morning, 1st general session. 
Address of welcome, 
tesponse by F. K. Walter, member of 
Executive Board of the A. L. A. 





Progress of Adult Education, by official 
A. L. A. representative. 

Readers’ Bureau, Miss Canon of Council 
Bluffs. 

County libraries (South Dakota). 

Wednesday afternoon, 2 P. M. 
Tables. 

Small Libraries institute, conducted by 
Miss Nellie Williams, Nebraska Li- 
brary Commission. 

Large Libraries—-Edith Tobitt, Omaha. 

Lending Department— 

Trustees’ Circle, 4 P. M.—Mr. 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

Wednesday evening. 8 o’clock. 

Public meeting with speaker of note. 

Thursday morning, 2nd general session. 

Publicity, the Keynote to Library Ad- 
vancement, 

Books our Tools. 

Charles H. Compton, St. Louis, Chair- 
man, 

Thursday afternoon. 2 FP. M. 
Tables. 

Reference Round table—Miss Blanche 
Smith, Des Moines. 

Childrens’ Librarians—Miss Della Mc- 
Gregor, St. Paul. 

School Libraries—Miss 
St. Paul. 

Hospital Libraries—Mrs. E. 
Minneapolis. 

College and University Libraries—C. H. 
Brown, Ames, Iowa. 

Cataloging, Book Orders, etc. 

Meetings to adjourn at 4:30. Auto ride 
to the Country Club for supper and 
entertainment. 

Friday morning. 


Round 


Findley, 


tound 


Harriet Wood, 


B. Bailey, 


Annual meetings of State Associations. 
All members of the various State Associa- 
tions will breakfast together at 8:30 and 
immediately thereafter begin the business 
meetings. 

Sioux City is only 269 miles from the 
Twin Cities, making it as accessible to all 
libraries in Southern Minnesota as are any 
of the Range towns; so that Minnesota 
should be well represented. The railroads 
will give a fare and a half on the certifi- 
eate plan. 

Committees, 

The following standing and special com- 
mittees of the M. L. A. have been appoint- 
ed by the president with the approval of 
the executive board: 


(Continued): 
Miss 


Agricultural Reading 
Miss Maud van Buren, Chairman; 
Harriet Sewall; Miss Grace W. Estes. 

Education (continued): Miss Mary 
Tawney, Chairman; Miss Harriet A. Wood, 
Mrs. Jennie T. Jennings, Miss Sarah Houg- 


ham, Miss Margaret R. Greer. 


Gratia 
Dorothy 


Legislative Committee: Miss 
Countryman, Chairman; Miss 
Hurlbert, Webster Wheelock. 

The bill providing for certification of 
school librarians has been recommended 
for passage by the Education Committee. 

A circular letter has been sent out urg- 
ing support of the Teachers’ Pension Bill, 
which inciudes librarians of publie as well 
as school libraries. 

Membership Committee: 
Hickman, Chairman. 

Publicity Committee: 
Plaister, Chairman; Miss Ruth Rosholt, 
Mrs. Jean Christmas, Miss Grace Stevens, 
Miss Virginia Heston, Mrs. Tanye B. Hines. 

The publicity committee plans to make 
a collection of good publicity materia] for 
exhibit at the regional meeting at Sioux 


Miss Margaret 


Miss Cornelia 


' City, and urges all librarians to begin now, 


to collect material for this purpose. Furth- 
er announcement will be made when plans 
are completed, but it is hoped that Minne- 
sota will make a good showing. 

(continued ): Miss 
Miss Gert- 
Dutcher, 


Documents 
Lura Hutchinson, Chairman; 
rude Krausnick, Miss Harriet 
Miss Katherine Green. 

College Section: Harold Russell, 
versity of Minnesota, Chairman. 

Small Libraries Section: Mrs. 
Lind Blanehard, Chairman. 

Trustees’ Section: Mrs. R. H. G. Netz, 
Owatonna, Chairman. 


State 


Uni- 


Jenny 


SUMMER COURSES FOR TEACHER 
LIBRARIANS 


Special courses in School Library Meth- 


ods for teacher librarians will be offered 
this summer in the College of Education 
by Miss Alma Penrose, Librarian of the 
University High School: 

Ed 7su School organization and admin- 
istration. Classification and cataloging, 18 
hours. Administration and minor organ- 
ization methods, 12 hours, (3 credits, 1st 
period, M. T. W. Th. F. S.) 

Ed 9su Book selection for the high 
school library, including reference books, 





30 hours. (3 credits, 2nd period, M. T. W. 


Th, F. S.) 

These summer courses are planned to 
include the minimum essentials of class 
work equivalent to the instruction given 
during the regular year with the omission 
of the practice work. 

During the fall, winter and spring quar- 
ters a three credit course is offered each 
quarter consisting of two credits of class 
work and one credit of practice work. 

All inquiries regarding these courses 
should be addressed to the Dean of the 
College of Education. 

No courses in Library Methods will be 
offered at this year’s Summer Session at 
the University of Minnesota by the College 
of Science, Literature and the Arts. 


HOSPITAL LIBRARY WORK 

In a report of the Medical Service of the 
New York State Hospitals by Doctors 
George H. Kirby, William L. Russell, John 
R. Ross, of New York psychiatric hospitals 
the committee makes specific reeommenda- 
tions for the improvement of the service, as 
follows: 

“We 
general 


recommend that the medical and 
libraries in each hospital be put 


in charge of a trained librarian; pending 
the medical library should be given 


this, 
the necessary clerical assistance. 
Medical libraries should be placed in a 
separate, properly equipped room or rooms, 
centrally located, for the use of the staff. 
* * * The committee recommends that the 
director of the Institute be requested from 
time to time to give suggestions as to new 
books suitable for purchase for hospital 
libraries.”’ 

In the discussion following, Dr. Russell, 
Superintendent of Bloomingdale Hospital, 
White Plains, N. Y., says: ‘In regard to 
remarks made by some of the other speak- 
ers, I would like to contribute from our 
own experience a favorable report on the 
position of librarian. We have found this 
position to be quite useful in making the 
general and medical libraries more service- 
able to patients, physicians, nurses and em- 
ployees generally.”’ 


% a 





The Hospital Librarians monthly lunch- 
eon was held on January 10th at the Can- 
dle Glow Inn, 308 18th Ave. S. E., Minne- 
apolis. Reports of the Hospital Librarians 
tound Table in Chicago were given. At 


the meeting on February 28th Dr. R. O. 
Beard of the College of Medicine of the 
University of Minnesota gave an informal 
talk. 

The luncheons of Hospital Librarians 
are held regularly on the last Saturday of 
each month at the Candle Glow Inn, 308 
18th Ave. S. E., Minneapolis. All hospital 
librarians or those interested in hospital 
library work are urged to attend whenever 
possible, and to notify either Mrs. E. B. 
Bailey, Minneapolis Public Library, or Miss 
Perrie Jones, St. Paul Public Library of 
their intention to attend at least three 
days before the meeting. 


Important. 


A geographical list of public libraries 
maintaining library service in hospitals 
and a supplementary list of hospitals main- 
taining their own service is being compiled 
by the A. L. A. Committee on hospital li- 
braries. 

All public libraries in Minnesota doing 
hospital library service are urged to notify 
Miss Perrie Jones, St. Paul Public Library, 
at their earliest convenience. 


LIBRARY STATISTICS 


The biennial report of the Library Divi- 
sion is in the printer’s hands and will be 
mailed shortly to all public libraries in the 
state. In includes the usual statistical 
tables, which should prove valuable to li- 
brarians and members of library boards, 
who are interested in comparing the work 
of the library with that of others in similar 
towns. It is unfortunate that circulation 
seems to be the generally accepted measure 
of a library’s usefulness, when its refer- 
ence use is no doubt of greater value to in- 
dividual patrons and the community in 
general than a large circulation may be. 
There are also peculiar circumstances af- 
fecting the work in many towns, such as 
the relation of the library to the schools, 
and other library resources available, 
which should be taken into. consideration 
in comparing figures. It also appears that 
all libraries do not follow the same rules 
in counting circulation. The A. L. A. rules 
are recommended, which count each issue 
of a bound volume, pamphlet or periodical, 
for home use. Renewals are also counted, 
but no increase is made because books are 
read by others or for any other reason. 
The act of sending books from the library 











to an agency of any kind is not regarded 
as an issue to be counted in circulation, 
but books issued from an agency for home 
use are counted only according to the re- 
ported circulation. In no case shall there 
be any estimation of circulation. 

Another important item in judging the 
use of the library is the number of borrow- 
ers in proportion to population and here 
again the inaccuracy of many _ reports 
makes comparisons of little value. The 
importance of frequent re-registration or a 
system of continuous registration to keep 
the record of live borrowers up-to-date can- 
not be too strongly emphasized. 

Librarians who have been working on 
the library survey for the A. L. A. report 
that while the task has been arduous, they 
feel that it has been worth while, as they 
know more about their own libraries than 
ever before. The Library Division has 
been appealed to for help in answering 
questions as to library legislation, and even 
to answer such questions as What style of 
architecture is our building, and What 
charging system do we use? Such studies 
as the survey are of value if they direct at- 
tention to methods which have been follow- 
ed for many years as a matter of custom, 
but which may have been superceded by 
better methods and could be changed to 
advantage. 

While no set of tests or standards has 
yet been devised, which can adequately 
measure a library’s usefulness to the com- 
munity, every conscientious librarian 
should know whether her library is re- 
sponding, as faf as its resources permit to 
all the opportunities afforded by the com- 
munity. 


PENSIONS FOR LIBRARIANS 


Attention has already been called to the 
fact that librarians are included in the 
Proposed Amendments to the Teachers’ 
Retirement Fund Law. Membership by 
publie librarians is voluntary, but the pro- 
visions of the law are so advantageous that 
librarians should be keenly interested in 
urging its passage. 

Copies of the bill have been sent to every 
library, and it is suggested that librarians 
who are interested in its passage write at 
once to their senators and representatives. 
The numbers of the measure are Senate 
File (S. F.) 348 and House File (H. F.) 
342. In writing members of the Senate and 





House regarding the bill, use these num- 
bers. 


LIBRARY AIDS * 

Becker. A reader’s guide book. Holt, 
1924. $2.75. 

Dedicated to the librarians of America, 
the editor of the Booklist says it might 
better be called ‘‘The librarian’s friend.’’ 
Indispensable at the loan desk or in refer- 
ence work. Everything from pronuncia- 
tion of names to the best books, past and 
present, on numberless subjects is here. 
Aside from its informative value it is good 
reading. 

Booklist books, 1924. A. L. A. The 
annual compilation of best books for-1924 
wiil soon be issued. The Library Division 
has ordered a supply, and will send a copy 
to each of the small libraries which do not 
receive the Booklist. Should be used in 
every library as a check list to bring classes 
up to date. 

Books as gifts. A. L. A. $3.00 per 100. 


A gift list for adults similar to the pop- ° 


ular Gifts for Childrens’ Book-shelves, was 
issued at Christmas time. The list com- 
prises 120 titles (both old and new) 
grouped according to the kind of reader to 
which the books will appeal. The list is 
useful at any time as well as at the 
Christmas season. The Library Division 
has a limited supply on hand, and will send 
a copy to any library in the state upon re- 
quest. 

Ledbetter. The Polish immigrant and 
his reading. A. L. A. 50ce. 

The first pamphlet of an important series 
dealing with different nationalities which 
will be of value to the librarian in work 
with the foreign born. Mrs. Ledbetter ana!- 
yzes the Polish temperament and briefly 
surveys Polish literature, characterizing 
the works of individual authors. An an- 
notated list of about 200 books is ap- 
pended with suggestions about publishers, 
editions, methods of purchase, periodicals, 
newspapers, ete. 

Power. Childrens books for general 
reading. A. L. A. 

The list of books selected by the Chil- 
drens Librarians’ Section of the A. L. A. 
for exhibit at the Saratoga Springs con- 
ference has been printed in an 8 page 
pamphlet, without annotations. The list 
covers a wide range of interest and in- 
cludes old and. new books. The Library 























Division has a supply for distribution, and 
will send a copy to any library in the state 
on request. 


BOOKS OFFERED 

The state traveling library is again of- 
fering as permanent loans, books which 
have been withdrawn from eirculation in 
its traveling libraries. None of these books 
are new but they still have informational 
or recreational value. Any public or school 
library in the state may secure a number 
of these books for payment of postage. 
Not more than ten volumes will be sent to 
any one library and the number of copies 
is limited. It will therefore be advisable 
to write early stating first and second 
choice. Address all requests to the Library 
Division, Department of Education, St. 
Paul. 
131 
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day and tomorrow. 


Don’t worry. 1907. 
Walton, G. L. Calm yourself. 1913. 

yruenberg, S. M. Your child to- 
1912. 


Saleeby, C. W. 


170 Bennett, E. A. The human machine. 
nd, 

170 Bennett, E. A. Mental efficiency. 
1911. 

170 Cabot, R. C. What men live by. 
1914. 

170 Marden, O. S. Peace, power and 
plenty. 1909. 

170 Marden, O. S. Progressive business 
man. 1913. 

170 Purington, E. E. Efficient living. 
1916. 

170 Purington, E. E. Triumph of the 
man who acts. 1916. 

170 Williams, E. H. Increasing your 


mental efficiency. 1914. 


173 Fisher, D. C. Mothers and children. 
1915. 

174 Babson, R. W. Making good in busi- 
ness. 1921. 

174 Fowler, N. C. How to get your pay 
raised. 1912. 

174 Schwab, C. M. Succeeding with 
what you have. 1917. 

174 Tarbell, I. M. New ideals in busi- 
ness. 1917. 

175 Edwards, R. H. Popular amuse- 
ments. 1915. 

293 ruerber, H. A. Myths and legends 


1895. 
Americanism, what is it? 


of Northern lands. 


021 Hill, D. J. 
L9ET. 








1917 


331 Reely, M. K. Minimum wage. 
(Debaters’ handbook series). 


338  Toothaker, C. R. Commercial raw 
materials. 1905. 

365 Osborne, T. M. Society and prisons. 
1916. 

372 Olcott, F. J. Good stories for great 
holidays. 1914. 

394 Mabie, H. W. Book of Christmas. 
1913. 

396 Tarbell, I. M. Business of being a 
woman. 1912. 

582 Dixon, Royal. Human side of trees. 
1917. 

591.5 Roberts, C. G. D. Kings in exile. 
1913. 

595.7 Fabre, J. H. Life and love of the 
insect. 1914. 

595.7 Fabre, J. H. Life of the _ spider. 
1914. 

607 lLaselle, M. A. Vocations for girls. 
19138. 

613 Brady, C. T. Personal health. 1916. 

613 Carrington, T. S. Fresh air and 
how to use it. 1912. 

616 Hutchinson, Woods. Common dis- 
eases. 1913. 

636.7 Haynes, William. Practical doz 
keeping. 1913. 

640 Frederick, Christine. New house- 
keeping. 1914. 

643 Child, G. B. Efficient kitchen. 1914. 

649 Hutchinson, Woods. We and our 
children. 1912. 

656 Carter, C. F. When railroads were 
new. 1909. 

657 Wilbur, M. A. Everyday business for 
women. 1910. 

658 Neystrom, P. H. Retail selling and 
store Management. 1915. 

659.1 Casson, H. N. Ads and_ sales. 
1911. 

709 Hourtieq, Louis. Art in France. 
1911. 

710 Farwell, P. T. Village improvement. 


1913. 


728 Wallick, Akin. The small house for 


a moderate income. 1915. 

745 Hicks, A. M. Craft of hand-made 
rugs. 1914. 

746 Claydon, E. P. Needlework. n. d. 

746 Claydon, E. P. Knitting without 
specimens. n. d. 

746  Klickman, Flora. Craft of the 


crochet hook. n. d. 
746 Klickman, Flora. Cult of the needle. 
n. d, : 





746 Klickman, Flora. Modern crochet 
book. n. d. 
750 Singleton, Esther ed. Modern paint- 
ings described by great writers. 1911. 
793 Glover, E. H. “Dame Curtsey’s”’ 
book of guessing contests. 1908. 

793 Glover, E. H. ’*Dame Curtsey’s”’ 
book of party pastimes. 1912. 

797 Clarke, W. J. Baseball. 1915. 
799 Hornaday, W. T. Our vanishing 
wild life. 19138. 
808 Cumnock, R. M. 
1914. 

811 Bronson, 
1912. 

812 Long, Ll. A. 


Choice readings. 


W. C. American poems. 

Radisson the voyageur; 
a verse drama in four acts. 1914. 

812 Peabody, J. P. The piper. 1911. 

814 Burroughs, John. Under the apple 
trees. 1916. 

814 Crothers, S. M. By 
fire. 1908. 

814 Repplier, 
1916. 

814 Schauffler, R. H. 
1914. 

817 Leacock, Stephen. 
ness. 1916. 

$23 Cooper, F. T. 
tellers. 1912. 

914.1 Griffis, W. E. 
1916. 

914.6 
1914. 

914.6 Elliot, H. H. 
Spain. 1908. 

914.6 Frank, H. A. 
in Spain. 1911. 

914.92 Meldrum, D. S. Home life in Hol- 
land. 1911. 

914.93 Holland, 
home. 1914. 

Si7.3 taut A. C. 
wealth. 1915. 

917.1 Talbot, F. A. 
Canada. 1912. 

917.2 Frank, H. A. Tramping through 
Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras. 1916. 

917.3 Bennett, E. A. Your United States. 
1912. 

917.3 Steiner, E. A. 
American spirit. 1915. 

917.59 Dimock, J. A. 
ments. 1908. 

917.87 Stewart, E. P. Letters of a wo- 
man homesteader. 1914. 


the Christmas 


Agnes. Counter currents. 


Joyful heart. 


Further foolish- 


Some English story 
Scotland. 


Bonnie 


Clark, Keith. Spell of Spain. 
Sun and shadow in 


Four months afoot 
Clive. Belgians at 
common- 


Canadian 


New garden of 


Introducing the 


Florida enchant- 


917.87 Stewart, E. P. Letters on an elk 
hunt. 1915. 
918 Clark, F. E. 
tunity. 1907. 
919.6 Castle, W. R. Hawaii 

present. 1913. 

919.8 Greely, A. W. True tales of Arc- 
tic heroism in the new world. 1912. 
919.9 Levick. Antarctic penguins. 

1915. 
917.9 Post, Emily. 
Golden Gate. 1916. 
917.9 Wood, R. K. 
1914. 
921 Bonstelle, Jessie. 
ters from the house of Alcott. 
921 Brooke, Rupert. Letters 
America, 1916. 
921 Casson, H. N. 
mick. 1909. 

921 Hale, W. B. 
1912. 

921 Jones, F. A. 
1907. 

921 Keller, 
1904. 

921 Muir, John. 
and youth. 1913. 

921 Palmer, G. H. 
man Palmer. 1908. 

921 Rihbany, A. M. 

921 Steiner, E. A. 
1914. 

921 Sukloff, Marie. 
sian exile. 1914. 

921 Wilstach, Paul. 
1908. 

921 Young, S. H. 
Muir. 1915. 

973 Chadwick, 
navy. 1915. 

973.2 Holland, R. S. 
colonial days. 1916. 


Continent of oppor- 


past and 


By motor to the 
Tourists California. 


Little women let- 
1914. 
from 


Cyrus Hall McCor- 
Woodrow Wilson. 
Alva Edison. 


Thomas 


Helen. Story of my life. 


Story of my boyhood 


Life of Alice Free- 
Far journey. 1914. 
From alien to citizen. 


Life story of a Rus- 


Richard Mansfield. 


Alaska. days with John 


FE. E. The American 


Historie events of 


MAGAZINES OFFERED 


The Duluth Public Library has odd num- 
bers of the following magazines, which it 
would be glad to send to any library which 
will pay the transportation charges. Send 
a list of your missing numbers to Miss 
Adeline T. Davidson, Librarian, Duluth 
Public Library. 

American Child, 1919-21. 

Atlantic Monthly, 1918-23. 

Bookman, 1913-19. 

Harpers Monthly, 1916-22. 

Independent, 1914-20. 





Literary Digest, 1910-21. 

Review of Reviews, 1915-17. 
Scientific American & Supt., 1916-17. 
Seribners, 1880-1925. 

Survey, 1910-12, 1920. 

World’s Work, 1910-17. 


FOR SALE 
The Duluth Public Library has for sale 
a children’s room desk of green art metal 
in good condition. A plan and dimensions 
will be sent on application. The library 
has replaced the desk by a larger one, and 
will dispose of the older one at a nominal 
sum in addition to transportation charges. 
Address Miss Adeline T. Davidson, Libra- 
rian, Duluth Public Library. 


OF NEVER ENDING 
EDUCATION 

The Public Library is not technically a 
school. It has no teachers and no class- 
rooms, but its presence in the city is a con- 
stant reminder that education should never 
end, and need not end, if people will avail 
themselves of what it has to offer. 

The World Association for the promo- 
tion of Adult Education recently set forth 
its purpose as follows: 

To dispel the melancholy belief that 


A HOME 


grownup men and women have noth- 


ing left to learn, and to diffuse 
throughout all countries and in every 
section of society, the sense of wonder 
and curiosity and the gift of mutual 
sympathy and companionship which 
add so much to the meaning of life. 

Do not these words admirably express 
the service that our publie library: system 
renders? It is a home of never ending 
education where people, no matter how 
old they are, can ever renew their sense of 
wonder and of curiosity and their acquaint- 
ance with the best that has been thought 
and accomplished in the world. 

—Minneapolis Journal. 


LIBRARIANS 

Miss Grace W. Estes, who has been li- 
brarian of the State Traveling Library for 
the past two years has resigned her posi- 
tion, and leaves April Ist to become refer- 
ence librarian and head of circulation in 
the Warder Library, Springfield, Ohio. 

Miss Pauline Field, director of county 
extension work in Hennepin County re- 
signed her position February 1st, and has 
gone to California for several months. 


Miss Ethel Berry, formerly librarian at 
the Franklip Branch, Minneapolis, and re- 
cently librarian of the Minneapolis Journal, 
has been appointed director of county ex- 
tension work in Hennepin County. 


Miss Charlotte Clark, who has been 
township librarian in charge of the book- 
wagon in the township of Stuntz for the 
past six years has resigned her position 
and accepted a position as children’s li- 
brarian in one of the branches of the pub- 
lic library at Washington, D. C. 


Miss Vera Tracy, children’s librarian at 
Hibbing, has gone to Florida to be with 
her parents, and has taken a temporary 
position in the Albertson Public Library, 
Orlando, Florida. 


Miss Andrea Stephens, reference libra- 
rian at Hibbing has resigned her position 
and will direct amateur pageants and plays 
for the Rogers Company. 


Miss Mary R. Radford, librarian at In- 
ternational Falls resigned her _ position 
February 1st, and is at present acting chil- 
dren’s librarian in the Hibbing Public Li- 
brary. 


Miss Grace A. F. Johnson, assistant li- 
brarian at International Falls, has joined 
the staff of the Hibbing Public Library as 
children’s librarian at the South Hibbing 
Branch. 

Miss Winnie Foster, Wisconsin Library 
School, cataloger in the Agricultural Col- 
lege Library, at Cornell University, has 
been elected librarian at International 
Falls, and will begin work April. 1st. 


Miss Margaret Gilpin, librarian of the 
Cloquet Public Library has resigned her 
position and will be married April 11 to 
Carl Hedlund, a teacher in the Vocational 
School at Racine, Wis. 

Miss Katherine G. Weiser, librarian of 
the New Ulm Public School Library for the 
past two years has announced her engage- 
ment to Dr. Clifford Ekelund of Hibbing. 

Miss Lillie Lilliequist, formerly librarian 
at Chisholm is now traveling for Gaylord 
Bros., demonsirating the Toronto method 
of mending. 

Public Libraries for March announces 
the death of Miss Flora F. Carr, who was 
librarian of the Mankato Public Library, 
1911-19. Miss Carr died at the homev\of 
her sister in Detroit after a long illness. 
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LIBRARIANS WANTED 

Chisholm. Library School graduate for 
position of general assistant for loan desk 
and reference work. Address Agnes V. 
Johnson, Librarian. 

Cloquet. Librarian. College and libra- 
ry school graduate. Good salary. Address 
L. F. Leach, See’y. Library Board. 

Ely. School librarian. College and li- 
brary school graduate. Salary $1,800. 
Vacation one month. Address Supt. W. E. 
Fnglund, Ely, Minn. 

Hibbing. Extension librarian, Town- 
ship of Stuntz. Hibbing Public Library 
system. Work carried on by means of 
book truck. Graduate of library school 
required. Address Hibbing Public Li- 
brary, Hibbing, Minn. 

International Falls. General assistant 
in school and public library. Address Pub- 
lic Library, International Falls, Minn. 

Rochester. Children’s librarian with li- 
brary school training and _ experience. 
Grade school] stations are an important fac- 
tor of the work. Address Margaret Hick- 
man, librarian, Public Library, Rochester, 
Minn. 


NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
NOTE—Items of news for 
solicited from all libraries in the state. These 
should be real news items, indicating some 
progress, or new plan which may be sugges- 
tive to other libraries. Notes should be sent 
to the Director of Libraries by the 15th of the 
month preceding each issue of the bulletin, 
which appears quarterly in March, June, Sep- 
tember and December. 

Adams. The Parent Teacher Associa- 
tion has undertaken the organization of a 
public library in connection with the 
school. 

Austin. The members of the American- 
ization class were entertained at the li- 
brary one evening in January. There was 
a program of short talks and refreshments 
were served. Several of the class took out 
cards and obtained books. 

Bird Island. The Drama 
held a loan exhibit of antiques, 
money for the public library. Over 50 
families contributed, and nearly 2090 
articles were displayed. In age the heir- 
looms dated from 1620 to 1880; in locality 
the Far East, Africa, Europe and our own 
America were represented. The exhibit in- 
cluded old coins, weapons, rare and beau- 
tiful shawls, pewter, silver, brass, glass, old 
china, rare books, magazines and newspa- 
pers, exquisite needlework, costumes, 
fashion plates, jewelry, ete. The attend- 


this column are 


Study Club 
to raise 


ance was gratifying and the free silver of- 
fering amounted to $28.50, but best of all 
was the community spirit displayed. 

Brainerd. A new charging desk has 
been ordered, and plans for equipping a 
children’s room in the basement are being 
considered. 

Buhl. An increase of $2,000 has been 
added to the library appropriation. On 
February 2nd the Women’s Club had an 
exhibit of pictures from the Beard Art 
Galleries with a talk by Mrs. Gertrude 
Sinclair Rasche, followed by an informal 
tea, at the library club rooms, open to all 
interested. The librarians of the Range 
had a get-together dinner at the Buhl li- 
brary on February 12th. 


Cloquet. The library reports a circula- 


tion in January of over 6,000 books, an in- 
crease of 950 over January, 1924 and the 
largest in the history of the library. 


Crookston. The circulation for January 
showed an increase of more than a thou- 
sand over January, 1924. A library train- 
ing class of six high school students has 
been started. A new drinking fountain 
has been placed in the children’s room, 
and additional lights are being installed. 


Dawson. The American Legion Aux- 
ilary gave $25.00 to the library to be used 
for the purchase of an atlas and books on 
American history of particular interest to 
students of Junior High school. 


Detroit. Owing to the fact that the cost 
of installing city heat in the public library 
encroached upon the book fund, the Li- 
brary Club held a tag day February 21st 
to raise money for books. The sum of 
$400 was turned over to the library board. 

Duluth. In 1924 the Public Library 
circulated 405,859 books—an increase of 
19,948 over 1923. This means 3.74 books 
per capita (estimated census 108,395). 
It lent 200,060 books from the main li- 
brary, 170,317 through its branches and 
35,482 through its stations department. It 
registered 8,655 borrowers—an increase of 
1,498 over 1923. January 1st its borrow- 
ers numbered 25,255 or 23.3% of the total 
population. It added 10,188 books by pur- 
chase and gift to its collection which now 
has a total of 98,983 volumes, or nearly 
one book to each person in the city. Its 
teference Department in main library an- 
swered 7,369 questions and 19,303 people 
used the room. 


12 





The Juvenile Department of the main li- 
brary co-operated with the city’s observ- 
ance of Boys’ Week Feb. 8-14th with a 
special display of books and published in 
the daily newspapers lists of some of the 
newer books for boys. A special story 
hour was also given at which hero tales 
were told. 

The Juvenile Department reports a de- 
cided increase in story hour attendance, 
especially among older boys and girls. 
The department has visited ten schools 
since the first of January inviting the chil- 
dren to use the library. A new charging 
desk and floor covering have been added to 
the children’s room. 

Elmore. <A _ public library has_ been 
started in connection with the traveling li- 
brary at the newspaper office of the Elmore 
Eve. 

Eveleth. At the January board meet- 
ing the members of the library staff sur- 
prised the members of the board by serv- 
ing a luncheon before the open fire in the 
men’s club rooms. 

Faribault. The library reports for the 
winter month show a steady increase in 
number of readers and circulation. The 
story hour has proved popular with the 
children. 

Glenwood. The American Legion and 
Auxiliary put on a benefit movie for some 
needed improvements on the library build- 
ing. 

Hastings. The library board at a recent 
meeting decided to continue the lyceum 
course for another year. 

Jordan. The American Legion and 
Auxiliary presented a vaudeville entertain- 
bent in the High School auditorium for the 
benefit of the publie library which is main- 
tained in the school. 

Le Sueur. The library has kept open 
through the winter through financial as- 
sistance from the Commercial Club. It 1s 
hoped that in the spring definite action 
will be taken to establish the library as a 
permanent institution. 


Mahnomen. 


The library maintained by 
the Reservation Club now has permanent 
quarters in a new store building, which has 
been furnished with suitable shelving. 


Mankato. Five posters illustrating the 
making of Doctor Dolittle’s circus were on 
exhibition at the Public Library for a week 
in December. Two hundred and seventy- 


five children were entertained at the 
Christmas story hour. 

Minneapolis. The new addition and 
stacks at the main building are nearing 
completion. 

Minneapolis - University of Minnesota. 
The Arthur Upson memorial reading room 
in the new University library was formally 
dedicated on the evening of February 21. 
The room contains a collection of 3,000 
books for cultural reading, which are 
directly accessible to readers. The room is 
beautifully furnished in Italian renaissance 
style and is a gift from a friend of Arthur 
Upson, who was a member of the English 
department and the author of several vol- 
umes of poetry. The room is not to be 
used for study or note taking, but to foster 
the love of reading and offer the hos- 
pitality of a roomful of books to readers 
and lovers of literature. 

Northfield. The public library has in- 
stalled a shelf of Northfield authors, on 
which 14 names are already represented. 

Owatonna. <Americanization work was 
begun this winter by ‘‘accident’’:—the ap- 
pearance at the library of a young German 
mechanie for some repair work, who in- 
cidentally expressed a desire to read Eng- 
lish. There being no night schools in the 
city, the librarian offered to give him three 
free lessons a week. On learning of this 
new American’s opportunity, four others 
(three Germans and a Norwegian) applied 
for lessons. The librarian called for help, 
with the result that each student is in the 
hands of an individual teacher whose text- 
books and collateral reading are supplied 
by the library. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the open- 
ing of the library was celebrated on the 
afternoon of February 22nd by a reception 
and program in the library. Members of 
the library board and the librarian received 
the guests, and there was a program of 
short talks consisting of historical sketches 
of the growth of the library, and testi- 
monials to its usefulness by various pa- 
trons from city and county. An exhibit of 
colored prints lent by the Beard Art Gal- 
leries of Minneapolis was shown in the art 
gallery which had been newly decorated for 
the occasion. Two pictures, Jernberg’s 
Golden autumn and Dorn’s Abendstille 
were purchased for the librarian’s office by 
the Domestic Science Club, and the other 
clubs will pay for the framing. 
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Miss Baldwin and Miss Wood of the De- 
partment of Education were present and 
extended congratulations in behalf of the 
state department. 

Pine Island. Recent gifts to the public 
library include a flag pole for the library 
grounds from the Progress Club; a hand- 
some wall clock in mahogany frame from 
the local jeweler, Thos. Van Dolah; $18.00 
from the H. S. class of 1922 for books on 
drama and drama collections; $19.30 (the 
balance in the treasury) from the H. S. 
class of 1921 for purchase of books that 
the library could not otherwise afford; a 
painting of local historical interest repre- 
senting Wa-zee-wee-ta (the Indian name 
for Island of Pines) from Mr. Edward 
Fournier, an artist now living at Los An- 
geles, Cal. Mr. Fournier visited the library 
last summer and was so impressed with 
the good taste of its interior decoration 
that he offered to paint the picture on con- 
dition that the library board would provide 
a suitable frame. 

Rochester. The annual report for 1924 
shows a circulation of 118,826, an increase 
of 50 per cent over a year ago. There 
Was an increase of 53 per cent in children’s 
books, 79 per cent in hospital circulation 
and 80 per cent in county books. 

St. Cloud. A series of Christmas story 
hours was attended by 1,000 children from 
the first to third grades of the public and 
parochial schools. The program was in 
charge of the librarian assisted by the 
teachers, and children of the fourth to 
sixth grades entertained by the presenta- 
tion of charades representing book char- 
acters. The library apportionment was 
raised to $8,200 for the present year. 

St. Paul. The first of a series of propos- 
ed monthly staff meetings was held in the 
staff rooms of the St. Paul Public Library, 
Thursday evening, February 5th. There 
was dancing in the exhibition room, and 
bridge and mah jong were played in the 
hall and corridor. Mrs. Wheelock and Mrs. 
Jennings presided in the staff dining room 
where refreshments were served to about 
125 members. 

The Hamline Branch Library entertain- 
ed the branch division of the main library 
and the other branches at a Lincoln Party 
at the Hamline Branch on the evening of 
Lincoln’s birthday. 

South St. Paul. At the request of the li- 
brary board the appropriation for the 
library was increased about $1,000 for the 
next fiscal year which begins in April. 

During the latter part of January the li- 


brary displayed in its windows the exhibit, 
“How A Book Is Made,’’ loaned to South 
St. Paul by the Frederick Stokes Company. 
English classes at Junior High School and 
some of the grade rooms visited the library 
to see the exhibit. 

Celebrating Boy Scout Week in Febru- 
ary, Troop No. 3 of South St. Paul arrang- 
ed an unusually good display of Scout ac- 
tivities for the library windows. The dis- 
play contained a miniature log cabin, a 
temporary bridge, first aid kit, several 
types of camp fires, a blackboard full of 
useful knots, maps drawn from observa- 
tion of various districts in or near South 
St. Paul, and a flag group, containing sig- 
nal flags, the troop flag and the American 
flag. A representative of Browning, King 
Company, seeing the exhibit, asked to bor- 
row it for their St. Paul window. 

As an aid to adult education the library 
has compiled a list of all schools in St. 
Paul which are available to men who are 
employed during the day. These include 
classes of the Knights of Columbus, Y. M. 
C. A. Building Trade Schools, University 
Extension courses, School of Watch Mak- 
ing, Automobile Mechanics Schools, ete. 
These have been consulted a great deal by 
young men in the community and several 
have enrolled in classes. The library at- 
tempts to supply them with the books 
which they need and cannot buy them- 
selves. 

Stillwater. The county commissioners 
raised the appropriation for extension work 
to $1,000. 

Virginia. The fourth annual doll ex- 
hibit was held in the children’s room of the 
publie library in January. The dolls were 
dressed by the children to represent some 
book character. No prizes were offered, 
but the children voted on the doll which 
best’ represented the character it depicted. 

Winona. A Christmas party was given 
in the children’s room ‘on the Monday be- 
fore Christmas, with a program of story 
telling and colored slides of Mother Goose 
rhymes. 

INDEX TO LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 

The Index to Volume 7 of Library Notes 
and News, covering the years 1922-24 is 
being prepared, and will be sent to all 
libraries on the exchange list, and to pub- 
lic and school libraries who have preserved 
their files for reference upon request. 
Please drop us a card if you desire the 
index. Attention is again called to the fact 
that the numbers for the year 1923 were 
incorrectly numbered volume 8. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 





The following paper was given by Miss 
Constance Logue, High School Librarian, 
Coleraine, before the School Librarians’ 
Section of the Minnesota Education As- 
sociation at the 1924 Meeting: 

The library I am to tell about is the one 
in Greenway High School at Coleraine, a 
town on the Western end of the Mesaba 
tange. This school is a unit of Independ- 
ent School District No. 2. It is the Senior 
High School and the Junior College for the 
entire district which comprises five towns 
and several rural communities. The school 
is only three years old and the library was 
especially included in the architect’s plans 
for the building. We use the library-study 
hail combination. With such a plan, the 
question of the library and the study hour 
is one that affects the entire faculty and 
practically ail of the students. Each stu- 
dent has a desk in a home room where he 
may keep his books and supplies. These 
rooms are used for classes during the day, 
and every student who has a free period 
must spend it in the library. 

The library was equipped by the Library 
Bureau with regulation library furniture. 
It has twelve 3: by 5 tables each seating six 
students; a card catalog; bookshelves on 
three sides; two dictionary stands; an at- 
las case and a wing charging desk. The 
room accommodates seventy-two pupils. 
The average attendance for a period is 
between forty and fifty. 

This arrangement naturally gives the 
librarian many duties that are peculiar to 
this system. Among these are routine as- 
sembly duties, such as seating the students 
for each period. We have found that the 
most satisfactory method of checking at- 
tendance is to assign definite seats for each 
period, make a chart for each hour, and in- 
sist that the pupils keep their own seats. 
It is necessary to check attendance for 
each period and report all absences, just as 
is done for each class. Another routine 
duty is that of excuses. We issue passes 
from the library to the various instructors. 

With the students seated and a few ex- 
cused, the study hour begins. Experience 
has taught us that we must use assembly 
discipline during these study hours. Oc- 
casionally a small group can be allowed to 


talk quietly with one another and move 
about the room, but when the library is 
filled it is impossible to have talking, whis- 
pering, and moving about and still pre- 
serve enough quiet for study. 

Our seating arrangement is so much 
more conducive to conversation than is 
that of the ordinary study hall, that it 
sometimes requires a good deal of effort on 
the part of both the student and the libra- 
rian to have the library perfectly quiet, 
and each one of the seventy-two attend- 
ing strictly to his own books and papers. 
The curiosity of some children is so much 
stronger than their power of concentra- 
tion that at times the question arises of 
whether they do not do more real studying 
in a regulation study hall. 

When the room is quiet enough for study 
the next thing is to see that they do study. 
The contact of the students with the books 
magazines, and papers, is one of the finest 
advantages of this system, but so many 
times the children themselves are such 
poor judges as tv how their time should be 
spent. The librarian can hardly say, ‘‘You 
are forbidden to read literary books or look 
at magazines while you are in the library,”’ 
but neither can she allow a child who is 
failing in algebra to spend fifty-five min- 
utes reading ‘‘The Spice of Life’ in a bound 
volume of The Literary Digest while his al- 
gebra book lies unheeded beside him, This 
is a delicate situation. It involves, most of 
all, knowing the children and their school 
records. We insist that every pupil bring 
with him something to study, then adopt 
the rather arbitrary standard that no High 
School lesson can be prepared in less than 
thirty minutes. Many times part of the 
preparation is reference work, and then the 
student is at liberty to use the card cata- 
iog, reference books, or any material he 
may need. Few of our students do any 
studying at home. The school day is made 
up of six fifty-five minute periods. The 
pupils should be able to prepare most of 
their work at school, consequently it is 
part of the librarian’s job to see that they 
study. If the library is to be the ideal 
place for study that we want it to be, of 
course the library routine must be carried 
out. Books are charged any time during 





get their 
I answer 


the day; most of the students 
books during their study period. 
reference questions or put the inquiring 
one on the track of the answer any time 
during a study. period that the question 
comes up. The books are prepared for the 
shelves, that is, pocketed and lettered be- 
fore or after school or occasionally during 
a light study period. Periodicals are 
checked in before school in the morning. 
The library work that requires uninter- 
rupted time and attention I leave till the 
last hour in the afternoon, when I am free, 
or until Saturday. 

The reference work 
deal of time, such as assembling 
for debates, discussion contests, 


that takes a good 
material 
and the 


like, I do outside of school hours when the 
resources of the library are at my disposal. 


That this system of compulsory study 
hours in the library has certain advantages 
is obvious. The study time that is saved 
the students by having all of their refer- 
ence material at hand is its greatest advan- 
The every day use of the card cata- 
log, reference books, Readers’ Guide, and 
encyclopedias through four years makes 
the use of these library tools habitual with 
many. Our reference collection is more 
than adequate for High School use. We 
for example, two encyclopedias. I 
have seen students look up an article in 
one and then, because they had the time 
and the other set was there, look up the 
same article in the other. Uneonsciously, 
perhaps, that pupil has learned the lesson 
Do not many of 
High School 
because the 


tage. 


have, 


of comparing authorities. 
our students graduate from 
believing a faet to be true 
book says so? 

The fact that the librarian has more of 
a general interest in all the subjects in the 
curriculum than a teacher of a single sub- 
ject has, is many times helpful. I fre- 
quently help the students, especially Fresh- 
men, with their preparation. I did not 
realize that I was probably giving some of 
them an idea of my omniscience until one 
day a small girl brought to the desk a 
blank sheet of paper with a mark on it that 
somewhat resembled a question mark. 
“What is this?’’ she asked. I looked at it 
a moment then turned to her and _ said, 
“Well, what is it?’’ She returned to her 
table and brought back a shorthand book 
she had copied a character. 


from which 


To her disappointment I had to tell her I 
knew nothing about shorthand. I really 
should know a little bit about everything. 

One of the rather intangible advantages 
is the contact of the students with worth 
while literature. Every now and then I 
find a pupil reading something of his own 
accord which he has discovered on the 
shelves. Perhaps he has been attracted to 
a book by its bright binding or chanced to 
open it at a beautiful picture or an inter- 
esting bit of conversation. Thus he _ be- 
comes interested in a work that will give 
him hours of enjoyment and be well worth 
the time he spends on it. An interesting 
example of this was one of our Seniors last 
year who discovered “The Home Book of 
Verse,’ and I think must have practically 
read it through before the end of the year. 
He was a big, husky fellow, not at all a 
poetical type in appearance. Previous to 
his discovery of the poems he had always 
brought mathematics or science to study. 
One day the ‘Home Book of Verse’ was 
left on the table and he started to read it. 
I have not a doubt but a love for poetry 
that no teacher could give him has grown 
up as a result of his discovery. Many of 
our children come from poor homes where 
books are few. An hour or more a day 
spent in our library, may cultivate a de- 
sire for good reading in some of them that 
could be aroused in no other way. 

That most children of High School age 
have a natural curiosity about books I 
think every school librarian will admit. If 
new books and sets are displayed, the stu- 
dents frequently examine and comment on 
them. Attractive book covers from new 
volumes posted on the bulletin boards 
arouse a host of questions about the books 
themselves. A library is always, it seems, 
more attractive than a study hall and there 
seem to be more opportunities for making 
it so. We use our bulletin boards a great 
deal for this purpose. On one of them we 
keep pictures of seasonal interest or those 
pertaining to class work in English or His- 
tory. On the other are placed clippings 
and pictures of current events and school 
notices. The information the pupils gain 
from these displays adds, we think, to the 
background of general culture we wish 
them all to acquire. 

The advantage I have placed last was 
one of primary consideration when our 
school was built. That is economy. Savy- 
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ing of space in the building, and saving 
the salary of one teacher are possible with 
the system employed at Greenway. 


But 
whether these advantages of the system 
exceed the disadvantages I am not quite 
sure. Chief among the latter are lack of 
time, first for reference work when it is 
most needed, and second for systematic in- 
struction through the High School. At the 
time that most of the students are free, the 
library is filled and it takes all of one per- 
son's time and attention to keep them or- 
derly and studying. This naturally is the 
time too, when most of them want help in 
reference work, which~ either has to be 
given hurriedly or they must wait until the 
librarian has more time. The question of 
instruction we have done very little with 
thus far. We do expect, however, to work 
out some plan for the instruction of the 
Freshmen and Juniors. Another’ disad- 
vantage that we feel strongly this year is 
that of having no room, so many times dur- 
ing the day for college students to use the 
library. We have a Junior College of forty 
students. Many of the Freshmen are the 
High School Seniors of last year. They 
are well acquainted with the library and 
know where it ean help them, but usually 
when they want to use it, the room is too 
crowded for them to stay any length of 
time. However, there is a bright side also 
to that situation, for this year we have had 
an opportunity to see some of the results of 
our compulsory library system, and find 
that many of our former High School stu- 
dents are now making good use of the li- 
brary information they gained when they 
had to study in the library. No one con- 
nected with our school thinks our system 
has any advantage over that of a study 
hall and a library. As our enrollment in- 
and the library periods become 
crowded we doubt whether it is practical 
for a school of our size. However after 
two years’ experience with the plan we 
agree as it is impossible to have both a 
study hall and a library the plan we are 
hall 


creases 


using is preferable to an assembly 


with no library facilities. 


tANGE SCHOOL LIBRARIANS CLUB 


The January meeting of the Range 
School Librarians’ Club was held in the 
3uhl School Library, January, 17th, at ten 
A. M. 


A letter from Miss Wood, State Super- 
visor of School Libraries, was read. She 
urged that the Library Club continue work 
on the outline for teaching the use of 
books and libraries in schools. This out- 


’ line was started last year. 


The club continued work on the outline 
for teaching the use of books and libraries 
in the schools. As the lessons for the first 
three grades were worked out last year, 
the program started with a report on les- 
sons for the fourth grade, worked out by 
Miss Margaret Briggs, of Hibbing School 
Library. Miss Wilma Neuling of the 
Chisholm School Library gave suggestions 
for the fifth and sixth grades. Miss Mable 
Lyons of the Eveleth School Library gave 
suggestions for the Junior High School. 
These lessons were compiled in pamphlet 
form by Miss Lyons. The Librarians were 
very much interested in these pamphlets 
and very glad to receive copies of them. 

Miss Nelle Olson of the Buhl Public Li- 
brary gave a criticism of Compton’s En- 
cyclopedia. 

Miss Clara Barnes of the Buhl Public Li- 
brary and Miss Dora Leavitt of the Buhl 
School Library gave a _ very interesting 
demonstration of the Toronto method of 
book repairing. 

Miss Olson, Miss Barnes and Miss 
Leavitt entertained the Club by a reading 
of parts of the play ‘‘Hell Bent for Heaven” 
by Hatcher Hughes. 

A luncheon was served by the Domestic 
Science Department. 

The next meeting of the Club will be 
held March 21, at Chisholm. 

FLORENCE VEST. Secretary. 


NEWS FROM, SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

this column are urgently re- 
libraries and public 
Pass on your 


(Items for 
quested from all school 
libraries doing school work. 
ideas). 

Aitkin. The Aitkin high school library 
has added about five hundred dollars worth 
of books this year instead of the usual one 
hundred dollars worth. Supt. F. E. Lur- 
ton aims to make the school library a gen- 
uine reference library, and a workshop to 
supplement class-texts in every subject. 
For this purpose the library is open all day 
as well as before and after school hours. 
Miss Marion Barclay is the librarian. 

Cass Lake. The school library is being 
thoroughly overhauled, old and worn-out 
books cleaned and repaired and everything 
is being reclassified and reaccessioned. 





Miss Verena Schmiege, the school libra- 
rian, is in charge. When it is completed, 
the library, which has been without the 
service of a trained librarian for some 
time, will be much more valuable, it is 
hoped, to the students and teachers using 
it. It is the intention also to offer special 
classes in library work besides giving a cer- 
tain amount of attention to this important 
matter in the regular English classes.—- 
K. P. B. Reishus, Supt. 

Duluth. The Minnesota Parent-Teacher 
for January 1925 contains a detailed ac- 
count of the way in which the Washburn 
Parent-Teacher Association in Duluth as- 
sisted the school in the organization of its 
school library. The original donor was so 
pleased that he gave additional funds to 
bring the library up to date. This was a 
fine piece of cc-operation, students, teach- 
ers and librarians all working together. 

Dundas. The school library at Dundas 
is being reorganized. The state supervisor 
spent Saturday January 31st with the prin- 
cipal Miss Percie Hillbrand. 

Faribault. The library space in the 
Faribault high school assembly room has 
been nearly doubled and a reading table 
installed. Miss Magahay, the librarian 
writes: ‘‘No one knows ‘what a day may 
bring forth.’ From 8:15 to 4:30 there are 
constant requests for assistance in prepara- 
tion of lessons or solutions of personal dif- 
ficulties. From the seventh grader who 
wants material on Alaska or copper or 
wheat to the serious senior seeking infor- 
mation on questions pertaining to litera- 
ture, economics, or history—all find a trip 
to the library helps to prepare ‘tomorrow’s 
lesson.’ 

“We are trying to have material on any 
subject that may be called for, so we clip 
current papers and save usable pictures. 
Forty-six sets of these pictures and clip- 
pings were used in October. An effort is 
also made to let teachers know of current 
material which might be useful in the 
various classes, or things in which we have 
reason to believe they might be personally 
interested. This is at present only begin- 
‘Service’ is the motto of every li- 
have our li- 


ning. 
brary and we are trying to 
brary give more service and better service 


each year.”’ 


During the librarian’s iliness Miss Meth- 
ven of the public library and Miss Carver 


directed the work of the student assistants 
who carried on the library with enthusi- 
asm. 

The grade children have all done much 
reading during the winter months. By a 
plan conceived last fall the books are cir- 
culated to the publie schools by the local 
library and can be retained for six weeks, 
in order that the children may all have an 
opportunity to read the books they like. 
The books are sent from school to school 
and all of the children are taking advan- 
tage of the plan. Reading contests are be- 
ing held in a number of schools and keen 
competition is in evidence everywhere. 

Hanley Falls. The following resolution 
was passed by the Hanley Falls High 
Sehool Alumni Association at their annual 
meeting, December 29th, 1924. 

BE IT RESOLVED: That annual dues of 
one dollar be collected hereafter at each 
annual meeting. 

That the money or monies derived from 
dues of the boy members of the association 
shall be placed in a trust fund to be de- 
posited in the Farmer's State Bank under 
the agreement incorporated in the resolu- 
tion. 

The Farmer’s State Bank will keep such 
trust fund intact until such sum or sums 
together with interest thereon — shall 
amount to One Thousand Dollars. 

The Farmer’s State Bank shall there- 
after pay the interest on such sum or sums 
to the Librarian of the Hanley Falls Pub- 
lic Schools for the purchase of new books, 
but not for the purchase of renewals. 
Upon invitation of Supt. 
C. O. Nelson, the state supervisor visited 
Howard Lake January 7th. During the 
day conferences were held with the stu- 
dent assistants, the teaching group and the 
librarian, Miss Thelma A. Prince. In the 
evening a talk was given before the Par- 
ent-Teacher Association. Much hard work 
had been done on the library by the libra- 
rian and her assistants and the prospects 
for a constantly improving service are ex- 


Howard Lake. 


cellent. 


Pine River. The school and community 
library at Pine River received the proceeds 
of a benefit party given February 11th by 
the Fancy Work Club. 


St Cloud Teachers College. The _ five 
hundred seniors at the State Teachers Col- 


lege, St. Cloud have had a course of five 
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lectures including a multiple test of fifty 
questions on Library Indexes and Refer- 
ence Books. The juniors will have a 
similar course so that next year the seniors 
may have a summary of the work on the 
Catalog, Readers’ guide and the Reference 
pooks. Individual problems will be as- 
signed. Sample questions from the multi- 
pie tests are given below: 

Underline the correct answer and place 
its number just above the line on the right 
of the page. Sign your name in the right 
hand corner of each sheet. 

The most interesting article (because of 
pictures) for children on the manufacture 
of rubber will be found in: (1) World 
Book; (2) Compton’s pictured encyclo- 
pedia; (3) New international encyclopedia. 

A plan and a description of the Roman 
Forum will be found in: (1) Harper’s dic- 
tionary of classical literature and antiqu- 
ities; (2) Harper’s Encycloyedia of United 
States history; (3) Curiosities of popular 
customs by Walsh. 

All the books published in 1924 on the 
subject of ‘“‘Russia’’ are listed in: (1) 
United States Catalog; (2) Book Review 
digest; (3) Booklist. 

Books in the college library containing 
material for a lesson on ‘Safety First,”’ 


may be found through (1) Readers’ guide; 


(2) Library card catalogue; (3) Elemen- 
tary school library list. 

St. Peter. Owing to the heavy teaching 
schedule at the high school, Miss Irene 
Pearson, teacher of the third and fourth 
grades at the Central Building, has been 
placed in charge of the library at the high 
school and will also instruct the English 
classes in library work. 

Willmar. The Willmar school system 
has no school librarian. The many books 
belonging to the school are scattered about 
in different buildings. They are not cata- 
logued nor is there any method by which 
one can find the books which are here. To 
remedy this condition a plan of co-opera- 
tion with the public library has been work- 
ed out which we hope will benefit both the 
school and the general public. The Board 
of Education has appropriated $400.00 to 
help pay for the service of an assistant to 
the public librarian, Miss Amy Hanscom, 
with the understanding that these people 
shall fully catalog the books in the school 
library. Miss Hanscom is now doing this 
most needed work and she will be assisted 


in part by committee members from the 
Central Parent-Teacher Association. The 
School Board also purchases each year 
$400.00 worth of books from the State 
List, $100.00 of which amount is con- 
tributed by the Public Library Board. The 
books received are placed in the Publie Li- 
brary and lent to the children of the dis- 
trict. The new plan will make accessible 
all the books in the two libraries for use by 
Willmar people. Miss Hanscom has for a 
number of years given much of her time 
to caring for the wants of the public school 
and this service has been very much ap- 
preciated. 


HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY LISTS 
The High School Library List is com- 
pleted. The major portion of the titles ap- 
pearing in the various parts of the new cur- 
riculum being included. The books de- 
sirable for home reading are also a feature. 
A brief introduction entitled ‘‘The School 
Library” gives the steps in organization 
and the library standards of the state. 
The Elementary Supplement 1923, is be- 
ing revised and will be issued before the 
summer vacation. 


LIBRARY TEST FOR RURAL TEACHERS 
The Teacher-Training class at the Still- 
water High School has just finished its 
study of the Rural School Library under 
the instruction of the public librarian, Miss 
Gertrude Glennon. The following test 
questions and answers are of interest. 


1. What is the first thing you would do 
in a country school library? 


Collect books, take inventory. Make 
accession book and shelf list if lacking. 


What is an accession book? 


An accession book is a complete record 
of books bought and discarded with 
accession number, author, title, pub- 
lisher, price, date, source, class num- 
ber and history of the book. 


What books are to be discarded? 


Books that it would not pay to rebind, 
out-of-date, not of good material for 
young ‘boys and girls. Those books 
which cannot be used by your pupils 
should be packed away. 





What place in a library do you con- 
sider reference and text books? 


I would have a special shelf for refer- 
ence books and a separate book case 
or closet for text books. 


What do you consider the first essen- 
tial reference book? 


Webster’s New International Diction- 
ary. 


What does every teacher need to know 
in order to make a success? 


Every teacher needs a_ boundless 
knowledge of books, respect for books, 
knowledge of arrangement. Must keep 
books clean and neat looking. Must 
have an attractive library. Must love 
books and have a vocabulary large 
enough to describe them properly to 
pupils. Needs to recognize good liter- 
ature instantly. Every teacher must 
have a knowledge of and a love for 
books herself in order to create in 
pupils a love for books. 


Purpose of school library. 


To teach pupils how to use books. To 
give material for supplementary work, 


pleasure reading and widening of gen- 
eral knowledge. To create a desire to 
read good literature, to broaden the 
mind and enlarge vocabulary. To pro- 
mote a literary growth and to create 
a love and desire for good. 


One way of getting a pupil interested 
in reading. 

Read interesting extracts, tell part of 
story. Tell about some type of person, 
description of something known to be 
liked, then tell where more can be 
found about this subject or thing. 
Show illustrations. Have contests of 
number of books read. Give credit in 


language for reading. Use a consid- 


erable part of opening exercises in 
reading and talking of books. If a 
pupil dislikes reading try to find out 
why. If it was because of a physical 
defect such as poor eyes, try to get this 
corrected. If it was because he was 
not interested I should proceed in this 
way: I’d have him help me keep 
books in order and to repair them. I 
might tell him part of a story such as 
Last of the Mohicans. 





